
Information for the Medical, Nursing and 
Pharmaceutical Professions

1. NAME OF THE MEDICINAL PRODUCT
‘Typherix’ 25 micrograms/0.5 ml
Vi polysaccharide typhoid vaccine
Solution for injection

2. QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE COMPOSITION
Each 0.5 ml dose of vaccine contains ‘Typherix’ Vi polysaccharide of 
Salmonella typhi 25 micrograms. 
For excipients see 6.1.

3. PHARMACEUTICAL FORM
Solution for injection. ‘Typherix’ is a clear isotonic colourless solution.

4. CLINICAL PARTICULARS

4.1. Therapeutic indications
Active immunisation against typhoid fever for both adults and children 
two years of age and older.  

4.2. Posology and method of administration
Posology
A single dose of 0.5 ml is recommended for both adults and children 
two years of age and older. 
The vaccine should be administered at least two weeks prior to risk of 
exposure to typhoid fever.
Subjects who remain at risk of typhoid fever should be revaccinated 
using a single dose of vaccine with an interval of not more than three 
years.

Method of administration
‘Typherix’ is for intramuscular injection. 

‘Typherix’ should under no circumstances be administered 
intravascularly.

4.3. Contra-indications
‘Typherix’ should not be administered to subjects with known         
hypersensitivity to any component of the vaccine or to subjects having 
shown signs of hypersensitivity after previous administration.

4.4. Special warnings and special precautions for use
The vaccine protects against typhoid fever caused by Salmonella 
typhi. Protection is not conferred against disease caused by 
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This leaflet tells you about typhoid vaccine. Please read it carefully. If there is
anything you do not understand, or if you want to know more about this
vaccine ask your doctor, nurse or pharmacist (chemist). 
Please keep this vaccine out of the reach of children.
Please keep this leaflet, you may want to read it again.

What is in typhoid vaccine?
The name of your vaccine is ‘Typherix’. This vaccine contains the cell surface
Vi polysaccharide extracted from Salmonella typhi Ty2 strain as a single 0.5 ml
dose in a prefilled syringe. Each 0.5 ml of the vaccine contains 25 mcg of the
Vi polysaccharide of Salmonella typhi.
The vaccine also contains inactive ingredients. These are sodium chloride,
disodium phosphate dihydrate, sodium dihydrogen phosphate dihydrate,
phenol and water for injections.
The vaccine is available in packs of one and 10 glass prefilled syringes.

Who makes ‘Typherix’ vaccine?
The Product Licence holder is SmithKline Beecham plc, trading as
GlaxoSmithKline UK, Stockley Park West, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB11 1BT. The
Product Licence number is 10592/0126.
The vaccine is manufactured by GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals s.a. 89 rue de
l’Institut, B-1330 Rixensart, Belgium.

What is ‘Typherix’ and how does it work?
‘Typherix’ Vaccine is a clear, colourless solution which contains a part (the cell
surface Vi polysaccharide) of the bacterium Salmonella typhi Ty2 strain which
cause typhoid fever.
When you are given the vaccine your body will make antibodies (your body’s
natural defence system) against the Salmonella typhi bacterium. This will protect
you against typhoid fever.

Before having this vaccine

If you answer YES to any of the following questions, tell your doctor or nurse.
You may not be able to have the vaccine or it may have to be delayed.
• Do you have a fever or an infection?
• Do you think you may be allergic to ‘Typherix’ or any of the ingredients

listed?
• Do you have a poor immune system or are you taking medicines (such as 

steroid tablets) that may affect your immune system?
• Is the person to be vaccinated under two years of age?
• Are you pregnant or do you think you may be?
• Are you breast-feeding?
•  Do you have any bleeding disorders, such as thrombocytopenia?

Having the vaccine

‘Typherix’ is injected into the muscle in your upper arm. The vaccine is suitable
for those aged two years and older. Your doctor will give you instructions on
when to receive ‘Typherix’ vaccine. One injection of the vaccine should protect
you from infection for at least three years.

After having the vaccine

What unwanted effects might you have?
You may have mild soreness, redness or swelling at the site of the injection.
This should last only a few days.
You may feel unwell or have a fever or headache or mild itching. Some people
can, very rarely, have an allergic reaction to the vaccine. You may be asked to
stay in the surgery or vaccination area for a short time after the vaccination, to
check that you do not have an immediate allergic reaction. Tell the doctor or
nurse if you get a rash, have tightness in the throat or shortness of breath or
any other unwanted effects.

Storage of this vaccine

This vaccine should be stored in a refrigerator until it is given to you. The
doctor or nurse should check that the expiry date on the label has not passed.
The vaccine must not be frozen.
If your doctor has given you a prescription for ‘Typherix’ to collect from your
pharmacist (chemist) instead of giving it to you straight away, you must store
the vaccine carefully. Keep it in your fridge (between 2°C and 8°C) in the
original package in order to protect from light.

Disease information on typhoid fever

Typhoid fever is an infectious illness caused by a bacterium, Salmonella typhi. It
is caused and spread by eating or drinking contaminated food or water. Since
the bacterium is present in faeces, the infection can occur in any country but it
more commonly occurs in places or countries with poor personal or public
hygiene.
The main signs of the illness include headache, pains in the stomach,
constipation or diarrhoea and a fever that may last for one or two weeks.
Patients normally get better after about four weeks, but relapses can occur.
‘Typherix’ will only prevent disease caused by the bacterium Salmonella typhi
and not against salmonella bacteria that can cause food poisoning or
gastroenteritis.
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Salmonella paratyphi and other non-typhoidal Salmonellae.
‘Typherix’ has not been evaluated in children under two years of 
age. Polysaccharide vaccines in general have lower 
immunogenicity under this age. 
Different injectable vaccines should always be administered at 
different injection sites.
The administration of ‘Typherix’ should be postponed in subjects        
suffering from acute severe febrile illness.
‘Typherix’ should be administered with caution to subjects with      
thrombocytopenia or bleeding disorders since bleeding may occur       
following an intramuscular administration to these subjects: following 
injection, firm pressure should be applied to the site (without rubbing) 
for at least two minutes.
It may be expected that in patients receiving immunosuppressive  
treatment or patients with immunodefiency, an adequate response may
not be achieved.
Appropriate medical treatment and supervision should always be 
readily available in case of a rare anaphylactic reaction following 
administration of the vaccine.

4.5. Interaction with other medicinal products and other forms of
interaction
In clinical studies in adults aged over 18 years, ‘Typherix’ has been 
administered concomitantly in opposite arms with ‘Havrix’ Monodose
(1440), SmithKline Beecham’s inactivated hepatitis A vaccine.
There was no adverse impact on either the reactogenicity or       
immunogenicity of the vaccines when they were administered         
simultaneously in opposite arms. 
No interaction studies with other vaccines have been performed.

4.6. Use during pregnancy and lactation
Pregnancy
The effect of ‘Typherix’ on foetal development has not been assessed.
‘Typherix’ should only be used during pregnancy when there is a high 
risk of infection.
Lactation
The effect on breastfed infants of the administration of ‘Typherix’ to 
their mothers has not been evaluated.
‘Typherix’ should therefore only be used in breastfeeding women when
there is a high risk of infection.

4.7. Effects on ability to drive and use machines
Some of the effects mentioned under 4.8 “Undesirable Effects” may 
affect the ability to drive or operate machinery .

4.8.      Undesirable effects
During clinical studies, the most commonly reported adverse events 
after the first dose were reactions at the injection site, including       
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